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A great deal of harm was done to the cause which
Rossetti represented, the whole-hearted pursuit of
beauty, by the affectations and absurdities introduced,
after his death, by a certain group of self-elected
followers, the epigoni who took up in a self-conscious
and superficial way the ideas which were popularly
supposed to have actuated his teaching, and used them
as a means of gaining notoriety and social distinction.
The so-called aesthetic school, satirised in Punch under
the figures of Postlethwaite and Maudle, were no doubt
in a degree sincere. They professed to refer all things
to the standard of the Beautiful, but their devotion
was tainted partly by the fact that they made these
principles an excuse for lowering the moral standard,
and partly because they desired above all things
monstrari digito, to be pointed out as daring innovators
and contemners of existing conventions. The result
was that the originators of the aesthetic movement were
credited with all sorts of affectations which not only
formed no part of their scheme, but which were entirely
alien to their whole spirit. It cannot, however, be said
that the principles of the movement have in any way
profoundly affected or influenced the national life and
feeling; and the net result of the school, apart from a
temporary quickening of the artistic conscience, and
ait enhancing of the dignity of art, has been of a
decorative kind, and has mainly succeeded in raising
the general level of domestic taste.

It is a strange instance of the irony of fate that the
affectations of unworthy imitators should be charged
upon the original founders of the movement. They
were rather sedulously unaffected. "I can't get on
with men who are not men of the world," Rossetti said-              .       ; | _
